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1 ECR Reference Process Fundamentals 
This chapter provides an overview of the fundamental principles and key phases of the ECR 
Reference Process. It describes the solution approaches upon which the ECR recommenda-
tion is based. The fundamental concepts and recommendations described in Part 0 of the 
ECM Recommendation also apply to this part of the ECM Recommendation unless specified 
otherwise. 

1.1 ECR models and messages related to ECM 
This part of the ECM Recommendation provides detailed information on the ECM Reference 
Sub-Process "Specification and Decision on Change" (subsequently called “ECR Reference 
Process”), which permits the synchronization of the different internal procedures of the in-
volved partners using ECR Messages. It offers recommendations for reasonable sequences 
of ECR Messages, grouped into ECR Interaction Scenarios (IS) within the context of the 
overall ECM process between the cooperation partners.  

Furthermore, it provides recommendations with respect to the minimum requirements appli-
cable to the communication and ECR Message content. Messages described under "Com-
mon Resources for ECM" in Part 0 of this recommendation are referenced or specified fur-
ther if required for the ECR Reference Process. 

Part 0 specifies the general ECM Data Model. Within this part of the ECM Recoomendation 
the general ECM Data Model is applied to the ECR context, i.e. attribute values are defined 
in detail for the ECM Reference Process. 

1.2 ECR specific rules 
The global set of rules defined in this recommendation (Part 0) is also valid for the ECR Ref-
erence Process. Additional specific rules for the ECR Reference Process, ECR Interaction 
Scenarios and messages, as well as the ECR data have not yet been defined. 




