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Abstract 
Introducing and operating a PLM system is a cost-intensive undertaking. According to PLM expert John 
Stark, half of all PLM projects end in failure. The networking of products and services via the Internet of 
Things (IoT) raises the question of whether PLM is now no longer up to the demands placed on it. Is PLM, as 
we know it today, on its way out, rendered obsolete by linked data, big data and self-learning systems? Or, 
to put the question differently, how will PLM have to change in order to provide companies with optimum 
support during their digital transformation? 

PLM experts from user firms, software vendors, consulting companies and universities addressed these 
questions in a workshop and raised a variety of issues concerning "Future PLM" in order to prompt a 
discussion of requirements and possible solutions. The authors of this position paper are Sylke Rosenplänter 
(Opel), Bodo Machner (formerly BMW), Thomas Kamps (CONWEAVER), Karsten Theis (PROSTEP), Martin 
Eigner (Kaiserslautern Technical University) and trade journalist Michael Wendenburg. All of them agree that 
we need a new type of PLM. 

This Position Paper comprises the 22 work out theses and invites all reader, to provide comments and 
discuss it in public. 
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Disclaimer 
This document is a ProSTEP iViP Documentation (PSI Documentation). Those are freely available for all 
ProSTEP iViP e.V. members. Anyone using these recommendations is responsible for ensuring that they are 
used correctly. 

This PSI Documentation gives due consideration to the prevailing state-of-the-art at the time of publication. 
Anyone using PSI Documentations must assume responsibility for his or her actions and acts at their own 
risk. The ProSTEP iViP Association and the parties involved in drawing up the PSI Documentation assume 
no liability whatsoever. 

We request that anyone encountering an error or the possibility of an incorrect interpretation when using the 
PSI Documentations contact the ProSTEP iViP Association (psi-issues@prostep.org) immediately so that 
any errors can be rectified. 

Copyright 
I. All rights on this PSI Documentation, in particular the copyright rights of use and sale such as the 

right to duplicate, distribute or publish the Documentation remain exclusively with the ProSTEP iViP 
Association and its members. 

II. The PSI Documentation may be duplicated and distributed unchanged, for instance for use in the 
context of creating software or services. 

III. It is not permitted to change or edit this PSI Documentation. 

IV. A suitable notice indicating the copyright owner and the restrictions on use must always appear. 

 




