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Preamble 
 

The manufacturing of complex technical products requires a multi-layered process environment in a number 
of different departments, from development and production right through to after-sales, with a large number 
of heterogeneous IT systems provided by numerous IT vendors. 

Almost every one of these IT systems has to be linked with other IT systems. The amount of time and effort 
required by IT customers for IT integration is therefore extraordinarily high. 

The openness of IT systems, especially the ability to integrate them into various IT system environments, is 
a key for reducing the amount of time and effort involved. This can be achieved most efficiently if the 
openness of the IT system is based on established standards as far as possible (cf. 2.5 Standards).  

This Code of PLM Openness (CPO) is intended to provide a basic understanding of the term “openness” and 
describe the associated basic requirements by impartial, non-discriminating criteria graduated in Shall, 
Should and May. Those will be gradually enhanced and detailed to evolve PLM openness. The CPO will be 
updated by decision of the CPO Community to accommodate enhancement requirements. 

The CPO is being created within the framework of a ProSTEP iViP project in a joint activity carried out by IT 
customers, IT vendors and IT service providers. 

CPO-relevant definitions are defined in a glossary, which is a separate supplement to the CPO. Keywords 
that are defined in the glossary are underlined in the CPO. 
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Disclaimer 
ProSTEP iViP Recommendations (PSI Recommendations) are recommendations that are available for 
anyone to use. Anyone using these recommendations is responsible for ensuring that they are used 
correctly. 

This PSI Recommendation gives due consideration to the prevailing state-of-the-art at the time of 
publication. Anyone using PSI Recommendations must assume responsibility for his or her actions and acts 
at their own risk. The ProSTEP iViP Association and the parties involved in drawing up the PSI 
Recommendation assume no liability whatsoever. 

We request that anyone encountering an error or the possibility of an incorrect interpretation when using the 
PSI Recommendation contact the ProSTEP iViP Association (psi-issues@prostep.com) immediately so that 
any errors can be rectified. 

Copyright 
I. All rights on this ProSTEP iViP Recommendation, in particular the copyright rights of use and sale 

such as the right to duplicate, distribute or publish the recommendation remain exclusively with the 
ProSTEP iViP Association and its members. 

II. The recommendation may be duplicated and distributed unchanged, for instance for use in the 
context of creating software or services. 

III. It is not permitted to change or edit this recommendation. 

IV. A suitable notice indicating the copyright owner and the restrictions on use must always appear. 
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